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(57) ABSTRACT

A method and an apparatus for charging a lithium-ion based
rechargeable battery in a short time is provided. A terminal
voltage of the rechargeable battery is compared with a
predetermined first set voltage V1 while charging the
rechargeable battery with a constant current; pulse charging
is performed in which charging is halted after the recharge-
able battery is charged with the constant current only during
a predetermined first set time T1 when the terminal voltage
becomes the first set voltage V1 or more; both an elapsed
time An from the start of the halt and a terminal voltage Bn
at the elapsed time An are measured a plurality of times
during the halt of charging in the pulse charging and the
terminal voltage Bn is compared with a predetermined
second set voltage V2; whether or not the terminal voltage
drops to the second set voltage V2 or less is presumed based
on measurement results of the elapsed time An and the
terminal voltage Bn in the case where the terminal voltage
Bn is higher than the second set voltage V2 when the elapsed
time An reaches a predetermined second set time T2; both
the pulse charging and the presumption of the terminal
voltage are repeated when presumed that the terminal volt-
age drops to the second set voltage V2 or less; and charging
is ended when presumed that the terminal voltage does not
drop to the second set voltage V2 or less.

6 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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RECHARGEABLE BATTERY CHARGING
METHOD AND APPARATUS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a charging method and a
charging apparatus suitable for charging a lithium-ion-based
rechargeable battery.

2. Description of the Related Art

In recent years, a lithium-ion battery which is higher in
energy density and lighter in weight than a nickel-cadmium
battery and a nickel-hydride battery has been widespread as
a rechargeable battery used for a power supply to a note-
book-size personal computer, a mobile phone unit and the
like.

Nickel-cadmium batteries and nickel-hydride batteries
have a characteristic that the terminal voltage drops slightly
in the fully charged state. Accordingly, as a method for
charging those batteries, there has been employed a method
in which the temporal change in terminal voltage is mea-
sured while charging the batteries with a constant current
and the charging is finished by judging that the batteries are
in full charge, when the amount of change becomes negative
(when -AV is detected).

On the other hand, a terminal voltage does not drop even
in a fully-charged state in the case of a lithium-ion battery.
Therefore, when the lithium-ion battery is charged by such
a method applied to the nickel-cadmium battery and the
nickel-hydride battery, it is not possible to judge the fully-
charged state and insufficient charging or overcharge occurs,
which makes the performance thereof deteriorate. Hence, a
method such as the following method (a) or method (b) has
been employed in the past as a method for charging the
lithium-ion battery.

(a) In the beginning stage of charging, a terminal voltage
is measured while performing the charging with a constant
current. Thereafter, when the terminal voltage reaches a
predetermined voltage, the charging is changed to the one
with a constant voltage and measurement of a charging
current is started. Then, when the charging current becomes
equal to or less than a predetermined reference value, it is
judged that the battery is fully charged, and the charging is
ended.

(b) In the beginning stage of charging, a terminal voltage
is measured while performing the charging with a constant
current. Thereafter, when the terminal voltage reaches a
predetermined voltage, the charging with the constant cur-
rent is performed intermittently. In the intermittent charging,
the following processing is repeated. Specifically, after
charging during a fixed period of time, the charging is halted
until the terminal voltage decreases so as to be stabilized at
approximately a fixed value, and then it is detected whether
or not this stabilized voltage is equal to or more than the
reference value (a value equal to or close to a full-charged
voltage). Then, when the voltage stabilized during the halt of
the charging becomes equal to or more than the above-
described reference value, it is judged that the battery is fully
charged, and the charging is ended (for example, refer to
Patent reference 1).

[Patent reference 1] Published Japanese Patent Applica-
tion No. H6-325795 (paragraph numbers 0013 through
0023, and FIGS. 1 through 5)

However, in the above method of performing the constant
current charging followed by the constant voltage charging
as described in (a), there has been an inconvenience that it
takes a long time until charging is completed.
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In addition, there also has been an inconvenience that it
takes a long time until charging is completed in the method
(b) described above, because the halt time becomes long at
the time of performing the intermittent charging (charging is
continuously halted until the terminal voltage is stabilized).

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is made in view of the above-
described problems and aims to charge in a short time a
lithium-ion-based rechargeable battery, such as a lithium-ion
battery, a lithium battery and a lead battery, which is a
rechargeable battery whose terminal voltage does not drop
even in a fully-charged state.

A rechargeable-battery charging method according to an
embodiment of the present invention includes the steps of:
performing pulse charging in which a terminal voltage of a
rechargeable battery is compared with a predetermined first
set voltage while charging the rechargeable battery with a
constant current and charging is halted after charging the
rechargeable battery only during a predetermined first set
time when the terminal voltage becomes the first set voltage
or more; measuring a plurality of times both an elapsed time
An from the start of the halt and a terminal voltage Bn at the
elapsed time An during the halt of the pulse charging;
comparing the terminal voltage Bn with a predetermined
second set voltage and presuming based on measurement
results of the elapsed time An and the terminal voltage Bn
whether or not the terminal voltage drops to the second set
voltage or less in the case where the terminal voltage Bn is
higher than the second set voltage when the elapsed time An
reaches a predetermined second set time; and repeating both
the pulse charging and the assumption of the terminal
voltage in the case where it is presumed that the terminal
voltage drops to the second set voltage or less and ending the
charging in the case where it is presumed that the terminal
voltage does not drop to the second set voltage or less.

According to the above charging method, the pulse charg-
ing is performed after the rechargeable battery is charged
with the constant current up to the first set voltage, and both
the elapsed time An from the start of the halt and the terminal
voltage Bn at the elapsed time An are measured a plurality
of times during the halt of charging in the pulse charging;
and the terminal voltage Bn is compared with the second set
voltage, and whether or not the terminal voltage drops to the
second set voltage or less is presumed based on the mea-
surement results of the elapsed time An and the terminal
voltage Bn in the case where the terminal voltage Bn is
higher than the second set voltage when the elapsed time An
reaches the predetermined second set time.

In the case where it is presumed that the terminal voltage
drops to the second set voltage or less, both the pulse
charging and the assumption of the terminal voltage are
repeated. Further, when it is presumed that the terminal
voltage will not drop to the second set voltage or less, it is
judged that the battery is fully charged to end the charging.

Thus, according to the above charging method, the pulse
charging is performed after charging is performed with the
constant current until the terminal voltage becomes a fixed
voltage (first set voltage), and in the case where the terminal
voltage does not drop to a fixed voltage (second set voltage)
or less after the elapsed time from the start of the halt of
charging reaches a fixed time (second set time) in the pulse
charging, whether or not the terminal voltage drops to the
second set voltage or less is presumed based on a plurality
of measurement results of both the elapsed time and the
terminal voltage during the halt without continuing the halt
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until it becomes definite whether or not the terminal voltage
actually drops to the second set voltage or less; and it is
decided whether the pulse charging is repeated or the
charging is ended.

Accordingly, a lithium-ion based rechargeable battery can
be charged in a short time, as compared with the method of
performing the constant-current charging followed by the
constant-voltage charging as described in the above charg-
ing method (a) and with the method of performing the
constant current charging followed by the intermittent
charging with the constant current, in which the halt time
when performing the intermittent charging becomes long (in
which the halt continues until the terminal voltage is stabi-
lized), as described in the above charging method (b).

Further, as an embodiment of this charging method, it is
preferable that the terminal voltage Bn when the elapsed
time An from the start of the halt becomes a predetermined
third set time T3 which is longer than the second set time is
calculated during the halt of charging in the pulse charging
by the following calculation method based on a data group
(An, Bn) including the elapsed time An and the terminal
voltage Bn; in the case where the calculated value of the
terminal voltage Bn is the second set voltage or less, both the
pulse charging and the calculation of the terminal voltage Bn
are repeated; and in the case where the calculated value of
the terminal voltage Bn is higher than the second set voltage,
charging is ended. Moreover, it is preferable that the third set
time T3 is set to infinite time.

[Formula 1]

[Calculation Method of Terminal Voltage Bn at Third Set
Time T3]

Data group (Cn, Bn) is made from the data group (An,
Bn), where

Cn=1/Ndn

D and E are obtained from the data group (Cn, Bn) by the
least-square method, where

Bn is assumed to be the following linear expression of Cn:
Bn=D*CnxE, and

Bn is calculated when An=T3(Cn=1/vT3).

Thus, the terminal voltage Bn at the time when the
elapsed time An from the start of the halt becomes the third
set time which is longer than the second set time can be
obtained by using the least-square method and by assuming
that Bn is the linear expression of Cn, and, further, whether
or not the terminal voltage drops to the second set voltage or
less can be presumed with high accuracy by the simple
calculation, because the third set time is set to infinite time.
Accordingly, charging can be performed in a short time
without incurring a deterioration in performance due to
insufficient charging or overcharge.

Further, in the case where the terminal voltage Bn is
calculated, as an embodiment, it is preferable that both the
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pulse charging and the calculation of the terminal voltage Bn
are repeated until the calculated value of the terminal
voltage Bn becomes consecutively higher than the second
set voltage during the pulse charging of N pulses (N is an
integer of 2 or more) and the charging is ended when the
calculated value of the terminal voltage Bn is consecutively
higher than the second set voltage during the pulse charging
of N pulses.

Thus, the fully-charged state can be judged with higher
accuracy, because the charging is ended not after the value
of the terminal voltage Bn becomes higher than the second
set voltage only once, but after the calculated value of the
terminal voltage Bn becomes higher than the second set
voltage N times consecutively. Accordingly, the perfor-
mance of the rechargeable battery can be improved further.

In addition, when a battery pack including a plurality of
rechargeable batteries connected is charged in this charging
method, it is preferable as an embodiment that each of the
terminal voltages of the plurality of rechargeable batteries is
measured and the highest terminal voltage among them is
compared with the first set voltage and the second set
voltage.

Next, a rechargeable-battery charging apparatus accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention includes a
charger for charging a rechargeable battery, a voltage detec-
tor for detecting a terminal voltage of the rechargeable
battery and a controller for controlling charging of the
rechargeable battery, wherein the controller performs pro-
cessing of comparing the terminal voltage of the recharge-
able battery with a predetermined first set voltage using a
detection result of the voltage detector while charging the
rechargeable battery with a constant current using the
charger, processing of pulse charging in which charging is
halted after the rechargeable battery is charged only during
a predetermined first set time using the charger when the
terminal voltage becomes the first set voltage or more,
processing of measuring a plurality of times both an elapsed
time An from the start of the halt and a terminal voltage Bn
at the elapsed time An using the detection result of the
voltage detector during the halt of charging in the pulse
charging, comparing the terminal voltage Bn with a prede-
termined second set voltage, and presuming whether or not
the terminal voltage drops to the above-described second set
voltage or less based on measurement results of both the
elapsed time An and the terminal voltage Bn in the case
where the terminal voltage Bn is higher than the second set
voltage when the elapsed time An reaches a predetermined
second set time, and processing of repeating both the pulse
charging and the presumption of the terminal voltage in the
case where it is presumed that the terminal voltage drops to
the second set voltage or less and ending the charging in the
case where it is presumed that the terminal voltage does not
drop to the second set voltage or less.

In the above charging apparatus, the controller carries out
the above-described charging method according to an
embodiment of the present invention using the charger and
the voltage detector, and a lithium-ion-based rechargeable
battery can be charged in a short time.

According to the embodiment of the present invention,
since pulse charging is performed after charging is per-
formed with the constant current until the terminal voltage
becomes a fixed voltage (first set voltage) and whether or not
the terminal voltage actually drops to the second set voltage
or less is presumed based on a plurality of measurement
results of both the elapsed time and the terminal voltage
during the halt of charging in this pulse charging, an
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effectiveness such that a lithium-ion-based rechargeable
battery can be charged in a short time is obtained.

Further, the terminal voltage Bn at the time when the
elapsed time An from the start of the halt becomes the third
set time which is longer than the second set time can be
obtained by using the least-square method and by assuming
that Bn is the linear expression of Cn, and, furthermore,
whether or not the terminal voltage drops to the second set
voltage or less can be presumed with high accuracy by a
simple calculation, when the third set time is set to infinite
time. Accordingly, an effectiveness such that charging can be
performed in a short time without incurring the deterioration
in performance due to insufficient charging or overcharge
can be obtained.

Moreover, since charging is ended not after the value of
the terminal voltage Bn becomes higher than the second set
voltage only once but after the calculated value of the
terminal voltage Bn becomes higher than the second set
voltage N times consecutively, the fully-charged state can be
judged with higher accuracy, so that an effectiveness such
that the performance of the rechargeable battery can be
improved further is obtained.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
charging apparatus to which the present invention is applied;

FIG. 2 is a flow chart showing processing performed by
a control circuit shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing a temporal change of a
terminal voltage and a charging current at the time of
charging in the charging apparatus shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a diagram showing relations between a measured
value of a terminal voltage Bn and values of Cn, D and E;

FIG. 5 is a diagram showing a temporal change of the
terminal voltage and the charging current, in the case where
the terminal voltage Bn drops to a first set voltage V2 or less
before an elapsed time from the start of a halt of charging
reaches a second set time T2; and

FIG. 6 is a flow chart showing another example of the
processing performed by the control circuit shown in FIG. 1.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, the present invention is specifically explained
using the accompanying drawings.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
charging apparatus to which this invention is applied. This
charging apparatus is provided to charge a lithium-ion
battery 10 of a full-charged voltage 4.2 (V) and a capacity
2,000 (mAh) and includes a constant current circuit 1, a
switch 2, a voltage detection circuit 3 and a control circuit
4.

The constant-current circuit 1 is a circuit to generate a
constant current of 1.6 A based on electric power supplied
from the outside (for example, commercial power).

The lithium-ion battery 10 to be charged is connected to
the constant-current circuit 1 through the switch 2. The
switch 2 is controlled to be ON and OFF by the control
circuit 4.

The voltage detection circuit 3 is a circuit to detect a
terminal voltage of the lithium-ion battery 10. A detected
output of the voltage detection circuit 3 is sent to the control
circuit 4. The control circuit 4 includes a microprocessor.

FIG. 2 is a flow chart showing processing performed by
the control circuit 4. In this processing, the switch 2 is first
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turned on, and then the lithium-ion battery 10 mounted on
this charging apparatus is charged with the constant current
by the constant-current circuit 1 (Step S1).

Subsequently, during the charging, the terminal voltage of
the lithium-ion battery 10 is measured from the detection
output of the voltage detection circuit 3, and it is judged
whether or not the terminal voltage has reached a first set
voltage V1=4.25 (V) (a slightly higher voltage than a
voltage at the time when the lithium-ion battery 10 is
full-charged) (Step S2).

If the judgment is NO, the process returns to Step S1. On
the other hand, when the judgment becomes YES, n=1 is set
(Step S3). Further, the charging is performed with the
constant current by turning on the switch 2 only for a first set
time T1=1.0 (sec) (Step S4), and after that the charging is
halted by turning off the switch 2 (Step S5). That is, pulse
charging by one pulse is performed.

Subsequently, when it is measured by a timer in the
microprocessor that the elapsed time from the start of the
halt becomes An=0.25xn (sec), the terminal voltage Bn of
the lithium-ion battery 10 at the elapsed time An is measured
from the detection result of the voltage detection circuit 3
(Step S6).

Then, it is judged whether or not the measured terminal
voltage Bn is higher than the second set voltage V2=4.2 (V)
(the voltage when the lithium-ion battery 10 is full-charged)
(Step S7). If the judgment is NO, the process returns to Step
S3. On the other hand, if the judgment is YES, it is judged
whether or not the measured elapsed time An is equal to or
more than the second set time T2=4.0 (sec) (Step S8).

If the judgment is NO at Step 8, the value of n is
incremented by 1 (Step S9) and the process returns to Step
S5. Further, when the judgment becomes YES at Step S8, the
value of the terminal voltage Bn of the lithium-ion battery 10
at the time when the elapsed time An from the start of the
halt becomes a predetermined third set time T3 (hereupon,
T3=c0) which is longer than the second set time T2 is
calculated by the following calculation method based on the
data group (An, Bn) including the elapsed time An and the
terminal voltage Bn that have heretofore been measured
(Step S10).

[Formula 2]

[Calculation Method of Terminal Voltage Bn at Third Set
Time T3]

Data group (Cn, Bn) is made from the data group (An,

Bn), where
Cn=1//n (1)

D and E are obtained from the data group (Cn, Bn) by the
least-square method, where

@

©)

Bn is assumed to be the following linear expression of Cn:
Bn=D*CnxE 4

and Bn is calculated when An=T3(Cn=1//T3).
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Subsequently, it is judged whether or not this calculated
value of the terminal voltage Bn is larger than the second set
voltage V2=4.2 (V) (Step S11). Thus, whether or not the
terminal voltage of the lithium-ion battery 10 drops to the
second set voltage V2=4.2 (V) or less by this halt of
charging is presumed based on the a plurality of measure-
ment results of both the elapsed time An and the terminal
voltage Bn during the halt of the charging.

If the judgment is NO at Step S11, the process returns to
Step S3. On the other hand, when the judgment becomes
YES at Step S11, it is judged that the battery is fully charged,
and charging is ended.

Next, an explanation is given with respect to a state where
the lithium-ion battery 10 mounted on the charging appara-
tus is charged. In this charging apparatus, charging is first
performed with the constant current by the constant current
circuit 1 until the terminal voltage of the lithium-ion battery
10 reaches the first set voltage V1=4.25 (V) (Steps S1 and
S2 in FIG. 2).

When the terminal voltage reaches the first set voltage
V1=4.25 (V), after performing the charging with the con-
stant current only for the first set time T1=1.0 (sec), the
charging is halted. In other words, the pulse charging of the
first pulse is performed. Further, terminal voltages B1, B2,
- - - respectively corresponding to elapsed time A1=0.25
(sec), A2=0.5 (sec), - - - from the start of the halt are
measured (Steps S3 through S9 in FIG. 2).

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing a temporal change of the
terminal voltage and the charging current on the pulse
charging, in which the elapsed time until the start of the
pulse charging is made TO0.

In the case where the terminal voltage Bn is still higher
than the second set voltage V2=4.2 (V) after the elapsed
time from the start of the halt reaches the second set time
T2=4.0 (sec), the terminal voltage Bn at the time when the
elapsed time An from the start of the halt becomes the third
set time T3=can be obtained from the above-described
calculation formulas (1) through (4) by using the least-
square method and by assuming that Bn is the linear
expression of Cn. Then, whether or not the terminal voltage
drops to the second set voltage V2=4.2 (V) or less due to the
halt of charging this time is presumed from the calculated
value of this terminal voltage Bn (Steps S10 and S11 in FIG.
2).

FIG. 4 shows relations between values of Cn, D and E that
are obtained by the calculation formulas (1) through (3)
based on examples of the measurement result of both the
elapsed time An and the terminal voltage Bn shown in FIG.
3 and the measured values of the terminal voltage Bn. This
diagram also shows that the terminal voltage Bn is assumed
to be the linear expression of Cn as described in the
calculation formula (4).

When it is presumed that the terminal voltage drops to the
second set voltage V2=4.2 (V) or less, the pulse charging of
the second pulse is performed and the presumption of the
terminal voltage is repeated (from Step S11 to Step S3 in
FIG. 2).

Further, in the case where the terminal voltage Bn drops
to the first set voltage V2=4.2 (V) or less before the elapsed
time from the start of the halt reaches the second set time
T2=4.0 (sec), the pulse charging of the second pulse is
performed before reaching the second set time T2 as shown
in FIG. 5 (from Step S7 to Step S3 in FIG. 2).

Since the rate of drop in terminal voltage becomes gradu-
ally smaller (the value of the terminal voltage Bn becomes
higher) by thus repeating the pulse charging, it is ultimately
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presumed that the terminal voltage will not drop to the
second set voltage V2=4.2 (V) or less and charging is ended.

Thus, according to this charging apparatus, pulse charging
is performed with the constant current after charging is
performed with the constant current until the terminal volt-
age of the lithium-ion battery 10 becomes a fixed voltage
(first set voltage V1), and in the case where the terminal
voltage does not drop to a fixed voltage (second set voltage
V2) or less in the pulse charging after the elapsed time from
the start of the halt of charging reaches a fixed time (second
set time T2), whether or not the terminal voltage will drop
to the second set voltage V2 or less is presumed based on a
plurality of measurement results of both the elapsed time An
and the terminal voltage Bn during the halt without con-
tinuing the halt until it becomes definite whether or not the
terminal voltage actually drops to the second set voltage V2
or less; and it is decided whether the pulse charging is
repeated or charging is ended.

Accordingly, the lithium-ion battery 10 can be charged in
a short time in comparison with such methods in related art
as the method of performing constant-current charging fol-
lowed by constant-voltage charging and the method of
performing constant-current charging followed by intermit-
tent charging with constant current in which the halt time at
the time of the intermittent charging becomes long (the halt
continues until the terminal voltage is stabilized).

Further, as shown in the above-described formulas (2)
through (4), since the terminal voltage Bn at the time when
the elapsed time An from the start of the halt becomes the
third set time T3 can be obtained by using the least-square
method and by assuming that Bn is the linear expression of
Cn and further the third set time T3 is set to infinite time,
whether or not the terminal voltage will drop to the second
set voltage T2 or less can be presumed with high accuracy
by a simple calculation. Accordingly, charging can be per-
formed in a short time without incurring the deterioration in
performance due to insufficient charging or overcharge.

It should be noted that charging is ended in the above
embodiment when the calculated value of the terminal
voltage Bn becomes higher only once than the second set
voltage V2 as shown in FIG. 2. However, it also is possible
as another embodiment that charging is ended after the
calculated value of the terminal voltage Bn becomes con-
secutively higher N times (N is an integer of 2 or more) than
the second set voltage V2.

FIG. 6 is a flow chart showing processing performed by
the control circuit 4 in such an example, and the same step
numbers are given to processing corresponding to those in
FIG. 2. In this processing, k=0 is set between Step S2 and
Step S3 (Step S21). Further, k=0 also is set in case that the
judgment is NO at Step S7 and in case that the judgment is
NO at Step S11 (Steps S22 and S23).

Further, when the judgment becomes YES at Step S11, the
value of k is incremented by 1 (Step S24), and it is judged
whether or not k becomes k=N (Step S25). If the judgment
is NO, the process returns to Step S3. On the other hand, if
the judgment is YES, it is judged that the battery is fully
charged, and charging is ended.

As described above, charging is ended not after the value
of the terminal voltage Bn becomes higher than the second
set voltage only once, but after the calculated value of the
terminal voltage Bn becomes higher than the second set
voltage N times consecutively, so that the fully-charged state
can be judged with higher accuracy. Accordingly, the per-
formance of the rechargeable battery can be improved
further.
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In addition, although one lithium-ion battery 10 is charged
in the above-described example, a battery pack in which a
plurality of lithium-ion batteries 10 are connected may be
charged. Further, it is preferable in this case that each
terminal voltage of the plurality of lithium-ion batteries 10
is measured and the highest terminal voltage among them is
compared with the first set voltage V1 and the second set
voltage V2.

Further, the values of the first set voltage V1, the second
set voltage V2, the first set time T1, the second set time T2
and the elapsed time An in the above-described embodi-
ments are only examples, and the values may be altered
accordingly depending on the full-charged voltage and the
like of a lithium-ion battery to be charged. In addition, the
third set time T3 also may be set to an appropriate finite time
instead of infinite time, which is longer than the second set
time T2.

Moreover, pulse charging is performed with a constant
current in the above-described embodiments. However, the
pulse charging is not limited thereto, and in order to protect
the lithium-ion battery from over-voltage, a maximum
allowable voltage applied to a lithium-ion battery is set to a
constant voltage value and a charging current is controlled
(constant-voltage and constant-current charging is per-
formed) such that the applied voltage does not exceed the
constant-voltage value when performing the pulse charging.

Furthermore, the present invention is applied in the
above-described embodiments to a lithium-ion battery to be
charged, however, the present invention also can be applied
to other lithium-ion-based rechargeable batteries (a lithium
battery or a lead battery) than this to be charged.

Having described preferred embodiments of the invention
with reference to the accompanying drawings, it is to be
understood that the invention is not limited to those precise
embodiments and that various changes and modifications
could be effected therein by one skilled in the art without
departing from the spirit or scope of the invention as defined
in the appended claims.

What is claimed is:
1. A rechargeable-battery charging method comprising the
steps of:

performing pulse charging in which a terminal voltage of
a rechargeable battery is compared with a predeter-
mined first set voltage while charging said recharge-
able-battery with a constant current and charging is
halted after a predetermined first set time elapses when
said terminal voltage becomes said predetermined first
set voltage or more;

measuring an elapsed time An from when the charging is
halted and measuring said terminal voltage Bn while
the charging is halted;

charging said rechargeable-battery for the predetermined
first set time where it is determined that said terminal
voltage Bn drops to said predetermined second set
voltage or less within predetermined second set time;

repeating said measuring and charging steps until said
terminal voltage Bn does not drop to said predeter-
mined second set voltage or less within said predeter-
mined second set time and determining a number of
times n that said rechargeable-battery is charged for the
predetermined first set time during a charging cycle;

determining a calculated value of said terminal voltage Bn
corresponding to a predetermined third set time that is
longer than said predetermined second set time,
wherein the calculated value accounts for the number
of times n that said rechargeable-battery is charged; and
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repeating said charging where the calculated value of said
terminal voltage Bn is said predetermined second set
voltage or less and ending said charging where the
calculated value of said terminal voltage Bn does not
drop to said second set voltage or less.

2. The rechargeable-battery charging method according to
claim 1, wherein during the halt of charging in said pulse
charging, said terminal voltage Bn at the time when said
elapsed time An from the start of the halt becomes the
predetermined third set time a calculation based on a data
group (An, Bn) including said elapsed time An and said
terminal voltage Bn, and in the case where a calculated value
of'said terminal voltage Bn is said second set voltage or less,
both said pulse charging and the calculation of said terminal
voltage Bn are repeated, and in the case where a calculated
value of said terminal voltage Bn is higher than said second
set voltage, charging is ended, and wherein the calculation
based on the data group (An, Bn) comprises:

Data group (Cn, Bn) is made from the data group (An,

Bn), where

Cn=1//4n, where

D and E are obtained from the data group (Cn, Bn) by the
least-square method, where

where
Bn is assumed to be the following linear expression of Cn:

Bn=D*CnxE, and where

Bn is calculated when An=T3(Cn=1/vT3).

3. The rechargeable-battery charging method according to
claim 2, wherein

the predetermined third set time is infinite time.

4. The rechargeable-battery charging method according to
claim 2 or 3, wherein

both said pulse charging and determining the calculated
value of said terminal voltage Bn are repeated until the
calculated value of said terminal voltage Bn becomes
continuously higher than said predetermined or N con-
secutive instances of said pulse charging and determin-
ing the calculated value, wherein N is an integer of 2 or
more.

5. The rechargeable-battery charging method according to
claim 1, wherein

each terminal voltage of a plurality of rechargeable bat-
teries is measured when charging a battery pack in
which said plurality of rechargeable batteries are con-
nected, and the highest terminal voltage thereof is
compared with said first set voltage and said second set
voltage.
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6. A rechargeable-battery charging apparatus comprising:

a charger for charging a rechargeable battery;

a voltage detector for detecting a terminal voltage of said
rechargeable battery; and

a controller for controlling charging of said rechargeable
battery, wherein

said controller performs

processing of comparing the terminal voltage of said
rechargeable battery with a predetermined first set
voltage using a detection result of said voltage detector
while said rechargeable battery is charged with a con-
stant current by said charger,

processing of pulse charging said rechargeable-battery
wherein charging is halted after a predetermined first
set time elapses when said terminal voltage becomes
said predetermined first set voltage or more,

processing of measuring an elapsed time An from when
the charging is halted and measuring said terminal
voltage Bn while the charging is halted, charging said
rechargeable-battery for the predetermined first set time
where it is determined that said terminal voltage Bn
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drops to said predetermined second set voltage or less
within predetermined second set time, repeating said
measuring and charging steps until said terminal volt-
age Bn does not drop to said predetermined second set
voltage or less within said predetermined second set
time and determining a number of times n that said
rechargeable-battery is charged for the predetermined
first set time during a charging cycle, determining a
calculated value of said terminal voltage Bn corre-
sponding to a predetermined third set time that is longer
than said predetermined second set time, wherein the
calculated value accounts for the number of times n that
said rechargeable-battery is charged, and

processing of repeating said charging where the calcu-
lated value of said terminal voltage Bn is said prede-
termined second set voltage or less and ending said
charging where the calculated value of said terminal
voltage Bn does not drop to said second set voltage or
less.



