1. Journal revision
King Ho is almost done with the second reviewer’s comment. He has completed all experiments required. The newest set of the experiment, which has capacitance corrected by a dielectric factor of 3.6, has a slight delay improvement in the CMP case (SBWF) and a much larger gain in the yield improvement under random variation (vSBWF). King Ho has adjusted the corresponding writing to reflect it.

The journal revision shall be done by this week on King Ho’s part.

2. EE 201C class management

King Ho has just received all of the HW 2 submissions from the EE 201C class. Over the week King Ho has provided a lot of support for this HW 2 mini-project (maintain forum, answer individual questions, held two 3 hours “office hour” sessions). King Ho has also “invented” a new way to judge the result of the Fedex problem solutions, based on automatic generation of provably optimal testcases. These testcases are generated by starting from a hollow container and then growing boxes randomly inside the container until the entire container is completely filled out. Then boxes are taken out and are shuffled before being put together to become a testcase. King Ho is currently grading the submissions. The best groups can achieve down to 20% from optimality, which is in line with what the literature claims with their 3D bin packing solutions.

